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The double myth of the Italian city of Pompeii, which is buried in the middle of the Italian peninsula, attracts even
more tourists than the Greek and Roman sites that rest to the south. Pompeii illustrates the power of stories in

the western world. Since ancient times, we have been fascinated by stories of the dead and distant. We are
repelled by this fascination, but cannot escape it. The dead lead stories more effectively than the living, and when

the living become dead, like the people of Pompeii, or the victims of Soma, their stories can achieve an almost
archeological power. In Pompeii, in the process of watching the action of The Bacchae, we become participants in
the tragedy. That is why we are inevitably swayed by the spectacle of the sight of a dying woman and her equally
dying mother in the very last scenes of the play. One of the most infamous double myth stories is of course The
Monkey's Paw. Mr Wix, a man and collector of grisly mementos, runs across a man carrying a box of his wife's

belongings, and when he opens it, he finds she has been dead for years. He makes a name for himself in
collecting the personal effects of the dead, and then sells them to others, who appear to have an insatiable desire
to own the belongings of the deceased. The sheer volume of his clients is such that they end up needing a shop,

and even a railroad. What is somewhat remarkable about it is that not only does he find the deceaseds
belongings, but he also gets them back by accident, which means that as he collects the mementos, he is actually
helping the loved ones of the deceased. The story ends when one of his clients comes to thank him, and buys the

mementos of his wife. The clients family burns them, and with that action, his wife returns to him.
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